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INTRODUCTION
  
 For years slavery and race have been main topics of discussion- even more 
recently than in the past few years. Kara Walker has created masterpieces in many 
media forms such as paintings, video animation, shadow puppets, magic lantern 
projections and cut outs that exploit these situations of slavery, race, gender, sexuality, 
violence and identity. 

 From an artistic father, Kara Walker was born in Stockton, California. Raised by 
Larry Walker, a formally educated artist, professor and an administrator she says she 
knew from a young age she knew she was an artist.4 Walker says 
  “One of my earliest memories involves sitting on my dad’s  
  lap in his studio in the garage of our house and watching  
  him draw. I remember thinking: ‘I want to do that, too,’ and  
  I pretty much decided then and there at age 2½ or 3 that I  
  was an artist just like Dad”4. 
Walker originally was interesting in creating fine art but her ideas changed as she got 
older. She became interested in different avant-garde styles, genre paintings and 
historical paintings. Walker wanted her art to tell a story or make a statement instead of 
being only appreciated for beauty. She attended Atlanta College of Art where she 
earned a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in painting and printmaking by 1991. In 1994 
from Rhode Island School of Design she received her Master of Fine Arts degree in 
painting and printmaking4. 

 Walker started getting world wide attention at just age twenty-five when her 
mural Gone: An Historical Romance of a Civil War as It Occurred Between the Dusky 
Thighs of One Young Negress and Her Heart became an instant success. This mural 
debuted at the Drawing Center in New York City. It included cut out silhouettes of 
people of the southern United States which caught peoples attention. 

 Kara Walker and her masterpieces would be a great addition to the gallery as 
Kara Walker brings ideas to people that are unexpected and not often thought about. 
She opens people’s eyes to the struggles and hardships people have in the world and 
through history5. 
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Although Walker has many ideas that are displayed through her works including 
violence, sexuality, identity, race, and slavery. For Kara Walker’s gallery show I choose 
multiple pieces and that reflect societies problems with race and slavery.  

WORKS

 The first piece I chose to include in Kara Walker’s gallery is “Gone, An Historical 
Romance of Civil War As it Occurred Between the Dusky Thighs of Young Negress and 
Her Heart.” It was created in 1994 and is still being shown in galleries1. This piece is a 
famous work of Walkers that is recognized world wide. From the title it is reflected that 
the work is about a romance during the civil war. Its designed to confuse the ideas 
behind racism. When talking about “Gone, An Historical Romance of Civil War As it 
Occurred Between the Dusky Thighs of Young Negress and Her Heart” Kara Walker 
said that the silhouettes lead to an avoidance of the subject when a viewer cant look at 
it directly. The silhouettes are an important figure in the piece as they are black paper 
cut outs on a white wall which is the aspect that caught people’s attention when 
viewing the piece. The piece “Gone, An Historical Romance of Civil War As it Occurred 
Between the Dusky Thighs of Young Negress and Her Heart” is an important piece to 
show in the gallery as it not only makes people think it tells a story of what life was like. 

 Another work that is included in Kara Walker’s gallery would be “Cover of My 
Negro Novella”3. This piece was created in 2010 with graphite and pastel on paper.  
This piece shows an African American man walking downhill with a heavy bag on his 
back. While doing this his other hand is dragging the arm of another man. This drawing 
is about slavery and the work that they had to do, and this piece shows that. She says 
that she wanted to make a name for herself and in doing so she started with a 
controversial topic, slavery which is seen in this work. She talks of how she was 
fascinated by the range of identities that black people embraced after slavery ended. 
To show her ideas behind slavery she started using graphite to display more than the 
paper silhouettes did. This magnificent piece is a controversial one to say the least. 
People questioned if this image indicated racist stereotypes or highlighted racist 
stereotypes. That is why “Cover of My Negro Novella” should be included in the gallery 
as it makes people thing about something that is not commonly thought about 
anymore. This work fits with the theme of the gallery as the theme is slavery and race 
and this piece is about slavery in the south. 
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A piece that will be included in the gallery for Kara Walker is entitled “Sketch for an 
American Comic Opera with 20th Century Race Riots”3. This piece was created in 2012 
with graphite and pastel on paper. It is known as part of the contemporary art 
movement. The piece has chaos and movement that shows that it was like during the 
race riots of the 20th century. The characters drawn in this piece are the same ones 
seen in her silhouettes. This is because at first viewers see these people without any 
expression or mass but then Walker draws them again to let viewers know about the 
characters she has been working with. Showing us these characters gives us new 
ideas on the people and has us interact differently with them. This magnificent piece, 
“Sketch for an American Comic Opera with 20th Century Race Riots” fits with the 
gallery theme of slavery and race. But also adds a new perspective on the theme of 
slavery as instead of just showing what happens to a person during this time it shows 
the chaos and confusion that was happening. 

 One of Kara Walkers more recent works is “Savage Kitchen” in 20141. This piece 
is watercolor on paper. This painting is of a pink cloud-like background with figured of 
African American people doing work. This work they’re doing includes, cooking over a 
fire, bathing white males, and more. Slavery and race are apparent in this piece as the 
African American males are doing work as the minimal white males in the painting are 
not doing anything. Also slavery is seen in the painting as the African American males 
are working for the white males in one part of the painting. “Savage Kitchen” by Kara 
Walker is not only an interesting piece to look at and shows Walker’s talents in multiple 
art forms but this piece also fits with the theme of the gallery. 

 A extraordinary piece create by Kara Walker is “Foote’s Gun-Boats Ascending to 
Attack Fort Henry”4. This piece was form Harper’s Pictorial History of the Civil War and 
was created in 2005. It is created by lithography and silkscreen on textured paper. This 
is the first time Walker started using silhouettes in her art which started her trademark. 
This piece is of a silhouette in a mountain with grasslands behind it. She says that this 
piece is saying that no matter what side wins the war, we are all suffering. Looking at 
this piece there is not much information given. But Kara Walker says that the pieces in 
this gallery, Harper’s Pictorial History of the Civil War, contain landscapes that she 
pictured would be the background to her cut out paper scenes. Kara Walker’s piece 
“Foote’s Gun-Boats Ascending to Attack Fort Henry” would be included in the gallery 
as it is an excellent piece that started her artistic silhouette trademark she is known for. 
It also fits with the gallery’s theme as race is seen as the man in the hill is an African-
American male which is what Walker wanted viewers to learn and think about.  
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“West Indies” is a painting by Kara Walker that portrayed slavery similarly to the look 
she creates in “Savage Kitchen”1. “West Indies” was created in 2014 by watercolor on 
paper. The main focus of this painting is not only the slavery, which is obvious in this 
magnificent painting, but is the red background. The red background can signified 
many things such as fire and blood. But is also associated with energy, war, power, 
determination and more. The red background is an attention getter that would pull 
people to the gallery. The piece also shows men working with trees and a boat in the 
background. The men working are drawn onto of the background making them red 
also. Views can tell that the men that are working are slaves as they have less 
valuables unlike the white males in the painting. The white males in the painting have 
animals like horses and have nice clothes ad accessories. Kara Walker’s work “West 
Indies” deserves to be shown in the gallery as it is a magnificent piece that not only is 
visually appealing but has a deep meaning. Slavery and race is apparent in this 
painting and would fit perfectly with the other works in the gallery. 

 Another piece that would be included in this gallery is “Negress Notes” made by 
Kara Walker in 19962. This piece is a painting made by watercolor, ink and pencil on 
paper. This painting is of an African American woman looking behind her as she is 
seemingly running away from something. In her hands is a African American child who 
is upside down. This piece has a different feel than some of the other piece as it is 
painted with more loose paint strokes than hard edges. This piece is also different than 
others she has done as instead of just focusing mostly on slavery, this has to do with 
gender and race. Kara Walker talked about this piece and said that this project is 
about trying to examine what it is to be an African American woman artist. She said that 
its about how you make representations of your world, “given what you’ve been given.” 
This piece, “Negress Notes,” would be included in the gallery as Kara Walker 
wonderfully painted this work that makes people think: Why is the child upside down? 
What is she running from? This piece would fit in the gallery as it has a theme of race 
that would be the theme of the gallery overall. 

 A final piece by Kara Walker that would be in this gallery is “Whip”  made in 
20141. This piece is made from watercolor on paper. This piece is a painting of African 
American slaves working while the white male in the center of the page is seen 
standing, watching the slaves work while holding a whip. This painting has a theme of 
slavery and race in it. Views can see slavery as the African American workers are 
working in the field as the white male is watching over them with a whip. The whip is 
there to show power in the white male.  
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This piece, “Whip,” would be included in the gallery for Kara Walker as it fits the theme 
of the gallery by race and slavery. It should also be involved int he gallery as this 
beautiful painting portrays everyday life in the South during the time of slavery. 
Paintings like these would help people understand the history of  the United States.  

CONCLUSION 
  
 Kara Walker is an influential artist that made people think even if it is about 
aspects of life and history that is unwanted to think about. She creates works about 
race, gender, sexuality, slavery and violence. Not only does she create thought 
provoking art she uses a multitude of mediums to create this art: paper cut outs, 
digital, watercolors, graphite and more. She creates art with her trademark silhouette 
forms that would make viewers wonder and think, which is the ultimate goal of artists. 
Kara Walker’s art pieces would be greatly appreciated and highly beneficial to have in 
the gallery for her own exhibition.  
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